Charnley compression arthrodesis of the hip that became popular in the mid to late 60s. Many authors suggested that a "firm tight" fibrous union was just as satisfactory as a bony arthrodesis. Despite this, the operation rapidly fell into disfavour.
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To the Editor: I read with interest the paper by Pai and Hodgson. 1 I noted with concern the statement "clinical results do not correlate with bony union, indicating that bony union is not required to achieve good results." One could then equally conclude that good results occurred regardless of the surgical intervention. Many of these cases may well have settled without surgery. The authors have fallen into a logical error so common in medical treatment: post hoc ergo propter hoc (after this therefore because of this). If one sets out to perform a bony union or arthrodesis of a spondylolysis (not a stabilisation) and this has not been achieved, then the operation has failed. It reminds me of comments made about the
